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PO Box 5079, Hughes  ACT 2605

Monday, 23 February 2009
Federal NT Intervention an attack on Aboriginal religion
“The Intervention’s clear aim of changing the ways that people relate to each other is an attack on the kinship system” declared Bishop Greg Thompson, Anglican Bishop of the Northern Territory and former Rector of St John’s Anglican Church Reid. “This is an attack on a central element of Aboriginal religion.” 
Bishop Thompson is speaking today in Canberra on the Northern Territory Intervention.

“Whitefella dreaming is in this,” he said. “The Commonwealth wants to change as much of Aboriginal culture as will be required to introduce a competitive economy. We want them to aspire to a lifestyle just like ours. To get them to fit into our national dream we suspend their rights, stereotype their communities and impose controls.” 
“To top it off the Government is not providing the necessary people or resources to assist Indigenous communities.” 
Bishop Thompson pointed out that a group of Australians is now stereotyped as abusers and unable to care for children. “The one size fits all military approach diminishes and shames many who were proud to see their children go to school, who provided food on the table and are now treated as if they were not citizens under one law. Southern Australians would be outraged by this treatment.”

He said that the Government’s enforcement on indigenous people of a secular dream is another form of paternalism. “This remains the Intervention’s stumbling block.” He concedes that while the Government may intend good, its Intervention does not engage people in ways that will both galvanise and sustain healthy change among the people in its sight.
Time of forum: 7:30pm, Monday 23 February 
Venue: Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture, cnr Kings Ave & Blackall St, Barton

Contact: Bishop Greg Thompson 0407 285 701; 
Heather McLaren: 02 6291 4537.
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